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What is trade facilitation?  
• The simplification, harmonization and standardization of the 

controls governing the movement of goods across national 
borders. 

 
 
 

Why a WTO TFA?  
• To make trade faster, cheaper and more predictable. 
 
• International Chamber of Commerce: 

“A trade facilitation agreement is fundamental to the 
establishment of an improved and more efficient 
management process for international trade in goods on a 
global basis.” 
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GAC - AlisonFirst, what is trade facilitation? There are various definitions, but a simple and common understanding is the simplification, harmonization and standardization of the controls governing the movement of goods across national borders.In Canada, this generally covers policies and measures implemented by the Canada Border Services Agency and partners which operate at the border such as Health Canada and Environment and Climate Change Canada.Second, why a TFA at the WTO?A lack of transparency, multiple documentation requirements and lengthy clearance processes increase trade costs.Global value chains, just-in-time delivery systems, e-commerce, and the fast nature of business today require quick and reliable border crossing and clearance processes.Since simplified trade procedures benefit all trade, trade facilitation reforms are best addressed on a multilateral basis. The TFA provides a global foundation that will extend trade facilitation modernization and its benefits to all 162 WTO Members. 



Background of the TFA 
 
• First multilateral Agreement concluded since the creation 

of the WTO 
 
• Will modernize and simplify customs and border 

procedures, and lower trade costs 
 

• Will boost trade, with most benefits accruing to 
developing countries 
 

• Help Canadian SMEs increase their export presence in 
emerging markets.  
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Entry into Force of the TFA 
 
• Upon ratification by two-thirds of WTO Members (i.e. 108 of 

162 countries) 
 

• Canada’s major trade partners have already ratified 
 
• Canada is working towards ratifying the TFA as soon as 

possible 
 

• Canada is already compliant with most TFA provisions. 
 

• In order for Canada to ratify, 6 statutes require amendments.    
 

• These amendments will allow Canada to implement the TFA 
while maintaining safeguards on the health and safety of 
Canadians and the environment. 
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Bill C-13  
 
• “An Act to Amend the Food and Drugs Act, the Hazardous 

Products Act, the Radiation Emitting Devices Act, the Canadian 
Environmental Protection Act, 1999, the Pest Control Products 
Act and the Canada Consumer Products Safety Act and to 
make amendments to a related Act.” 
 

• Bill C-13 will lead to greater consistency in how goods are 
treated at the border and facilitate the transit of goods 
through Canada 
 

• Introduced April 13, 2016 
 

• Amendments relate to two specific provisions in the TFA: 
• Article 10.8.1  rejected goods 
• Article 11.8  goods in transit 
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Article 10.8.1 
• Requires WTO Members to allow importers to return to exporters 

goods rejected on account of their failure to meet prescribed  
sanitary,  phytosanitary, or technical regulations, unless an alternate 
way is provided for in the laws and regulations.  
 

• The proposed statutory amendments identify criteria under which 
non-compliant goods could be either:  
• returned or re-consigned, or  
• handled in other ways (e.g. seizure, detainment, forfeiture and/or 

disposal).  
 

• Which Acts are being amended to address Article 10.8.1? 
1. Canada Consumer Product Safety Act 
2. Food and Drugs Act 
3. Hazardous Products Act  
4. Pest Control Products Act  
5. Radiation Emitting Devices Act 
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What will the amendments 
do? 

 
• The amendments being proposed would provide Canada 

with the necessary authority to: 
 

• take action regarding non-compliant goods (e.g. 
seizure and disposal), and  

 
• avoid having to maintain care and control of non-

compliant goods indefinitely. 
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Article 11.8 
• Prohibits the application of a WTO Member’s technical regulations (and 

conformity assessment procedures) to goods moving through its 
territory from a point outside its territory to another foreign point (i.e. 
goods in transit) 

 
• Certain Health Canada and Environment and Climate Change Canada 

statutes prohibit the transit of goods which do not comply with 
Canadian technical regulations. 
 

• The proposed statutory amendments would create the legal authority to 
allow the Government to exempt goods in transit through Canada from 
these technical regulations, thus helping to facilitate trade. 
 

• Which Acts require amendments due to Article 11.8? 
1. Food and Drugs Act 
2. Pest Control Products Act 
3. Radiation Emitting Devices Act 
4. Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 
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Safeguards 
• The proposed amendments would allow goods that don’t 

meet Canadian technical regulations to transit through Canada 
while maintaining safeguards on the health and safety of 
Canadians and the environment. 
 

• In order for goods to transit through Canada, certain 
requirements must be met. For some statutes under the 
administration of Health Canada, the proposed amendments 
would impose further conditions on the transit of goods to 
maintain existing safeguards.   

9 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 



Expected impacts on 
Canadian industry? 
• There are no significant impacts expected on Canadian 

industry. 
 
• The amendments are not intended to add any new  

requirements for importation into the Canadian market. 
 
• Current operational procedures for importation into the 

Canadian market are to be maintained. 
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Consultations 
 

• Opportunities for public consultation and comments on 
legislation generally arise when the bill is referred to a 
standing committee for study. 
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Discussion and further 
questions 
 
You may ask questions now, via either: 
   WebeX (in writing), or  
   Teleconference (by pressing *1)  
 
You may also ask further questions via e-mail at:  
TFAquestions@international.gc.ca 
 
Online resources: 
TFA: http://www.international.gc.ca/trade-agreements-accords-
commerciaux/agr-acc/wto-omc/negotiations-
negociations.aspx?lang=eng#a2  
 
Bill C-13: https://openparliament.ca/bills/42-1/C-13/ 
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