
Opportunities and Benefits of CETA for Canada’s Agriculture and Agri-Food Exporters 

Why export to the EU? 
 Significant Market: The EU is the world’s largest importer of agriculture and agri-food products – $163

billion in 2016, or 16% of the world’s total agriculture and agri-food imports.
 Realizable Opportunities: The EU is Canada’s fourth-largest export market for agriculture and agri-food,

with opportunities for further growth.

How does CETA benefit Canadian agriculture and agri-food exporters? 
 CETA offers new opportunities to strengthen Canada’s relationship with the EU in this sector.
 Under CETA, almost 94 percent of EU tariff lines have become duty-free.
 Canada gains a preferential trade advantage with the EU that many competitors won’t have.
 For many processed foods, current EU tariffs are complex and trade-restrictive. CETA immediately

eliminated all tariffs on processed foods, with the exception of sweet corn and refined sugar.

Under CETA, almost 94% of EU agriculture lines* have 
become duty-free: 

Many EU lines* will be 
progressively phased out over … 

Pet Food (up to 948 €/tonne) ** 

Frozen French Fries (14.4-17.6%) ** 

Sweet Dried Cranberries (17.6%) ** 

Processed Pulses (7.7%) ** 

Soybean and Canola oil (3.2-9.6%) ** 

Prepared Vegetables (20%) ** 

Fruit Juices (e.g. cranberry, blueberry) (17.6%) ** 

Condiments/sauces (up to 10.2%) ** 

Maple Syrup (8%) ** 

Fresh Cherries (up to 12%, seasonal) ** 

Fresh Apples (up to 9%, seasonal) ** 

*Not an exhaustive list/Rules of origin will apply

** Pre-CETA tariff 

 7 Years: 

Durum Wheat (up to 148 €/tonne) 
Rye & Barley Grain (up to 93 €/tonne) 
Common Wheat, low-medium quality (up 
to 95 €/tonne) 
Sweet Corn, frozen (5.10% + 9.40€/ 100kg) 
Oats (89 €/tonne) 

Tariff Rate Quota* (TRQ) established for… 

Beef (50,000 tonnes) 5 year phase-in 
Pork (80,549 tonnes) 5 year phase-in 
Bison (3,000 tonnes) Immediate 
Sweet Corn, processed (8,000 tonnes) 5 
year phase-in 
Common Wheat (100,000 tonnes) 
Immediate*** 

***Full volume available immediately. Duty-
free and quota-free after 7 years. 



CETA rules of origin matter 

 Exporters must ensure their product meets the applicable rules of origin (RoO) to benefit from the preferential
tariff that CETA provides, these include:

o products that are “wholly obtained” in Canada (grown and harvested), such as grains, fruits and
vegetables are originating.

o products that are produced in Canada using non-originating materials (e.g. materials imported from
the US), are originating, providing they satisfy the applicable product-specific rule of origin (PSRO).

 Limited quantities of certain agri-food products processed in Canada using imported materials (from countries
other than the EU) can qualify for preferential treatment in the EU, including:

o dog and cat food
o processed foods
o high-sugar containing products
o sugar confectionery and chocolate preparations

Other non-CETA related aspects to keep in mind when exporting agriculture and agri-food products to the EU 

 Products for export to the EU must be produced in a federally registered establishment and for meat products
an EU approved facility.

 For the export of most products, a CFIA export certificate and/or a CFIA health certificate will need to
accompany the shipment.

 If a product is genetically modified (GM) or contains ingredients that are GM, the GM trait must be authorized
in the EU and the product must be labelled accordingly.

 There may also be specific labelling requirements at the Member State level or for specific products being sold
in the EU market.

Top 5 Suppliers of Agriculture and Agri-food Products to the EU % of Import Market Share 

Brazil 10.6% 

United States 10.3% 

Argentina 5.3% 

Switzerland 4.5% 

Türkiye 4.4% 

Canada (16th) 2.0% 

Source: Eurostat (2016) 

Under CETA, Canadian exporters of agriculture and agri-food products can now enjoy the advantages created from 
the agreement over competitors based in countries that do not have a preferential trade agreement in force with 
the EU. 

For more detail on how CETA benefits your company, contact a Trade Commissioner today. 


